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First confirmed record of Rhinobothryum lenti-
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he Amazon banded snake,

I Rhinobothryum  lentigino-
sum (Scopoli, 1785), is char-
acterized by its distinctive color pat-
tern: ground colour of dorsum and
tail black with red bands 8-12 scales in
width, containing black specks; each
red band bordered by white bands 4-6
scales in width. Venter grey where con-
tacting black dorsum, white where con-
tacting red and white dorsal bands (Fig.
1). A white nuchal collar; head scales
ranging from reddish-orange to white,
with black spots of varying sizes in their
centers, sometimes covering almost the
entire scale (Duellman, 2005; Powell et
al., 2021). This species is predominant-
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ly associated with the lowland Amazon
rainforest, with records in Bolivia, Bra-
zil, Colombia, Ecuador, French Guiana,
Guyana, Peru, Suriname and Venezue-
la (Arruda et al., 2015; Nogueira et al.,
2019). Despite this wide distribution
and its nocturnal and diurnal habits
(Martins & Oliveira, 1998; Doan & Ar-
riaga, 2000; Vittetal., 2000; Duellman,
2005; Ribeiro Duarte, 2010; Venegas
& Couceiro, 2017; Garcia-Ayachi et al.,
2020; Barbosa et al., 2021), the species
is considered rare and infrequently ob-
served, with few specimens deposited
in institutional collections (Cunha &
Nascimento, 1978; Garcia-Ayachi et al.,
2020; Barbosa et al., 2021).
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In Brazil, the species has been record-
ed in the states of Roraima, Amapa,
Acre, Rondonia, Amazonas, Para, Mato
Grosso, and Maranhao (Guedes et
al., 2023). The species was also listed
for the state of Tocantins (Silva et al.,
2019). However, Costa et al. (2022)
and Guedes et al. (2023), consider this
record doubtful, as there is no voucher
specimen, and the image of R. lentigi-
nosum in Silva et al, (2019) is of a spec-
imen from Acre. Therefore, Tocantins
was the only Brazilian state within the
Amazon region where the species had
not yet been documented. Herein we
update the species’ distribution map by
presenting the first confirmed record of
Rhinobothryum lentiginosum for To-
cantins.

On November 19, 2017, at approxi-
mately 8:00 pm, during fieldwork in
a pasture area near a gallery forest at
Fazenda Terra Santa (7°11’0.56” S,
48°50’'34.47” W; 199 m above sea lev-
el), in the municipality of Santa Fé do
Araguaia, state of Tocantins, an indi-
vidual of R. lentiginosum was found
in a tree approximately 180 cm above
the ground. The specimen was photo-
graphed (Fig. 1) and later released. The
photographs of the specimen have been
deposited in the media collection of
the Colecao Zoologica da Universidade
Federal do Mato Grosso do Sul, cata-
logue number ZUFMS-MID00014 and
ZUFMS-MIDo00015.

Although classified as a terrestrial spe-
cies, this record confirms arboreal hab-
its of the species as suggested by Ol-
iveira & Martins (1998), and observed
by other authors (e.g., Venegas & Cou-
ceiro, 2017; Garcia-Ayachi et al., 2020;
Barbosa et al., 2021). Additionally, it
corroborates the occurrence of the spe-
cies in anthropized areas (Bernarde &
Abe, 2006; Miranda et al., 2009). This
record also validates the occurrence of
the species in Tocantins, expanding its
range ca. 170 km southeast from the
nearest record (Nogueira et al., 2019)
(Fig. 2). The locality where the speci-
men was found lies within the bound-
aries of the Amazon Forest, which re-
inforces the species’ strong association
with, and possible endemism to, this
ecoregion.
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Figura 1. Specimen of Rhinobothryum lentiginosum from Santa Fé do Araguaia,
state of Tocantins.

Photo by Dantas, S. P.
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Figura 2. Distribution map of localities found for Rhinobothryum lentiginosum
based on the present study and literature records. The white points indicate previ-
ous records (Nogueira et al., 2019; Garcia-Ayachi et al., 2020; Barbosa et al., 2021;
Powell et al., 2021). The white point with a question mark indicates the doubtful lo-
cality in the municipality of Xambio4, according to Costa et al. (2022). The red star
represents the first confirmed record for the state of Tocantins, in the municipality
of Santa Fé do Araguaia.
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